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DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE

FIRST-YEAR LAW SCHOOL ENROLLMENT UP 18.6 PERCENT
INTEREST HIGH IN LAW AND TECHNOLOGY, MORE JOB MARKET OPTIONS
DAYTON, Ohio- First-year enrollment in the University of Dayton's School of Law
has jumped 18.6 percent, following the biggest rise in law school applications nationally in 20
years.
"It's really been a boom year," said Lisa Kloppenberg, dean of the School of Law.
"Partly it's because of the downturn of the economy and the low interest rates on student loans.
There are many career options for those with law degrees. About 20 percent of law graduates
don't do traditional law practice.
"For the University of Dayton, the strength of our law and technology program has been
attractive," she said.
Nationally, law school applications are up 17.9 percent for 2002-03, the biggest jump in
more than 20 years, according to the Law School Admission Council.
The entering class includes a patent examiner, former professional hockey player, an
executive chef, a former investigative reporter, a volunteer firefighter, an aspiring actor and a
judge's daughter. Here's a preliminary snapshot of the class, which is one of the largest in UD's
history:
•

204 students from 26 states

•

14.2 percent minority

•

38 percent female

•

one-third with interest in law and technology, with 11 percent holding degrees in
science or engineering

The University of Dayton's law and technology program, which has been ranked among
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the top 20 in the country, prepares lawyers for practice in intellectual property, patent and
cyberspace law. Jeffrey H. Matsuura, an expert in Internet law and a commentator for National
Public Radio's "Law Show," has just been appointed the program's new director. In addition,
Gretchen Bender, who specializes in commercial and intellectual property law, has joined the
faculty as a professor, and Susan Brenner, an internationally known expert in cybercrimes, has
been named the NCR Distinguished Professor in Law and Technology, an endowed position.
As Kloppenberg starts her second year as dean of the School of Law, she's encouraged
by the students' appreciation for ethics and community service.
"A number of them last year for no academic credit and on top of their studies
volunteered to work with prisoners and in tht: schools. T'ney're helping people who don't have
access to lawyers. They haven't forgotten that with the expertise and power they gain with a
law degree, they have an obligation to give back to their community," she said.
In a welcome to new law students earlier this week, Kloppenberg urged students to

commit themselves to social justice. "This school emphasizes access to justice and concern for
the poor and marginalized in our society, which fits with the Marianist mission," she said.
"This is also every lawyer's concern. Who will represent a death row defendant or take on an
unpopular free speech cause like flag burning?"
At 40, Kloppenberg is one of the youngest law school deans in the country and one of
just 25 women who head law schools, according to the American Bar Association. Formerly
professor of law at the University of Oregon, Kloppenberg specializes in constitutional law and
advocates settling disputes before they reach court. At the University of Oregon, she founded
its Appropriate Dispute Resolution (ADR) program. She's interested in increasing University of
Dayton law students' familiarity with ADR.
"Another aspect of access to justice is how we as lawyers encourage people to deal with
conflict," she told the entering class. "Our system is so expensive and difficult. Many cannot
afford it. Alternatives to litigation such as mediation and arbitration hold much promise.
These alternatives are widely used in civil cases, but law schools need to catch up."
-30For media interviews, contact Lisa Kloppenberg at (937) 229-3795. As part of
orientation week activities, Ohio Supreme Court Justice Thomas J. Moyer offered advice to the
entering class. See http: I I alumni. udayton.ed ul campusreportl morenews.asp ?storyiD=820

